

CPUSH - POOL


The Dust Bowl

Read the following excerpts from John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath, and thoughtfully answer the following questions in complete sentences. 


“When the rain wouldn't come, and the crops couldn't grow, the winds still blew.  They were filled with the dry, infertile earth, which was moved by the strong winds, known as the Dust Bowl.  Farmers, such as the Joads, lost their farms to the banks. Unable to figure out what else to do, they packed up and headed for California, the bountiful land with multiple growing seasons.”

1. Using vocabulary from today’s lecture, explain what happened to the Joads and what they were forced to do.


They were not farm men any more, but migrant men. And the thought, the planning, the long staring silence that had gone out to the fields, went now to the roads, to the distance, to the West. That man whose mind had been bound with acres lived with narrow concrete miles. And his thought and his worry were not any more with rainfall, with wind and dust, with the thrust of the crops. Eyes watched the tires, ears listened to the clattering motors, and minds struggled with oil, with gasoline, with the thinning rubber between air and road. Then a broken gear was tragedy.

2. What was life like for those leaving the Plains in search of a better life? Put yourself in their shoes. How would you feel? 


“They thought the California was the Promised Land, but when they arrived, they found that they were a part of a great migration and there wasn’t enough work for everyone. Growers in California needed the migrant workers at certain times of the seasons, and felt no desire to help them survive the rest of the time.  There were so many workers available that there was no need to give them a living wage.  When workers would strike (refuse to work), there were others to take their place.  If they were starving to death, the growers believed that their faith was their fault.”

3. What happened to the farmers once they made it to California? How would you feel if you were a husband to a wife and a father to four kids, and you arrived in California and were faced with that?














“The works of the roots of the vines, of the trees, must be destroyed to keep up the price, and this is the saddest, bitterest thing of all. Carloads of oranges dumped on the ground. The people came for miles to take the fruit, but this could not be. How would they buy oranges at twenty cents a dozen if they could drive out and pick them up? And men with hoses squirt kerosene on the oranges, and they are angry at the crime, angry at the people who have come to take the fruit. A million people hungry, needing the fruit- and kerosene sprayed over the golden mountains. And the smell of rot fills the country. Burn coffee for fuel in the ships. Burn corn to keep warm, it makes a hot fire. Dump potatoes in the rivers and place guards along the banks to keep the hungry people from fishing them out. Slaughter the pigs and bury them, and let the putrescence drip down into the earth.

There is a crime here that goes beyond denunciation (public condemnation). There is a sorrow here that weeping cannot symbolize. There is a failure here that topples all our success. The fertile earth, the straight tree rows, the sturdy trunks, and the ripe fruit. And children dying of pellagra* must die because a profit cannot be taken from an orange. And coroners must fill in the certificate- died of malnutrition- because the food must rot, must be forced to rot. The people come with nets to fish for potatoes in the river, and the guards hold them back; they come in rattling cars to get the dumped oranges, but the kerosene is sprayed. And they stand still and watch the potatoes float by, listen to the screaming pigs being killed in a ditch and covered with quick-lime, watch the mountains of oranges slop down to a putrefying ooze; and in the eyes of the people there is the failure; and in the eyes of the hungry there is a growing wrath. In the souls of the people the grapes of wrath are filling and growing heavy, growing heavy for the vintage.”

*a poor diet results in pellagra. The symptoms are diarrhea, swollen skin, and dementia; untreated pellagra results in death.
4. What did farmers do in order to combat the effects of the falling crop prices?

5. How did the farmers’ action contribute to the poverty cycle of the Depression?




6. Take a stance: who had it worse – the farmers, or the other families without food? Why? 




7. Lastly, what are the “grapes of wrath”? John Steinbeck titled his book this. Why? What does that mean and symbolize? 
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