Comparing and contrasting historical accounts

Directions: Fill in the graphic organizer below by listing evidence from each category of the reading depending on which interpretation of the history of western expansion the facts support.  You may find information to support both Frederick Jackson Turner and the New Western Historians as you read – it’s up to you to determine Who Got Their History Right!  Two examples have been done for you…

Frederick Jackson Turner
           



New Western Historians

Mining in
the West

Cattle Kingdom


Conflict with 

Native Americans

Farming on
the Plains

The Railroads

Prospectors hoped to strike it rich by rushing to California during the Gold Rush of 1849, and in the Klondike Gold Rush of 1898 – and endured hard and dangerous work. It led to the increase of individualism and self-reliance, as many people traveled long distances and had to overcome many natural obstacles to settle new lands.





Individual prospectors were eventually replaced by large mining companies able to invest in the machinery necessary for exploiting mineral deposits. The success of settlement came at the price of the exploitation of land and natural resources. 













































































So, Who Got Their History Right?











