
Agenda – 8/16

• Let’s see what we remember about the Civil War!

• Lecture/discussion: causes of the Civil War

• Homework: none 



May 2, 2011



THE CIVIL WAR
Learning target: Identify major causes of the Civil War



Brainstorm! 

What were the causes of the Civil War?

What advantages did the North have? 

What advantages did the South have?

Abolition? Sectionalism? Secession?



CAUSES OF THE CIVIL WAR:
SECTIONALISM
or, Differences between 
North and South

• Growing cultural and 
economic differences

• Interests of each 
section was more 
important than 
interests of the country 
as a whole



CAUSES OF THE CIVIL WAR:
ABOLITION
or, the desire to end 
slavery

• Social reform 
movement to abolish 
slavery

• Sets Northerners 
against Southerners



CAUSES OF THE CIVIL WAR:
SLAVERY
because forced labor is 
bad

• Division over whether 
to have slavery in new 
territories or not

• Missouri Compromise

• Compromise of 1850

• Kansas-Nebraska Act

• Missouri admitted as a slave 
state

• Maine as a free state
• Slavery was prohibited in 

land from the Louisiana 
Purchase north of 36’30, 
except for Missouri

What to do with the land gained from the Mexican-American War??
• Texas lost territory
• California admitted as a free state
• Utah and New Mexico could decide through voting whether or not 

they wanted slavery
• Slave trade banned in DC
• Stricter Fugitive Slave Law enacted

• Repealed Missouri Compromise;
• Allowed Kansas and Nebraska to vote on slavery
• Contributed the most to the onset of war – why?



CAUSES OF THE CIVIL WAR:
STATES’ RIGHTS
or, hey Washington, 
don’t tell me what to 
do!

• Supported by 
Southerners – fear 
federal government 
will take away slaves

• North recognized 
the authority of the 
national government



CAUSES OF THE CIVIL WAR:
ELECTION OF 1860
• Republican Party 

nominates Abraham 
Lincoln

• Opposed expansion of 
slavery into territories

• Democrat Party 
supported rights of 
Southerners to take 
slaves into territories

• Southerners feared 
they would lose 
power in government



CAUSES OF THE CIVIL WAR:
SECESSION
or, the break up

• 11 Southern states 
seceded from the 
Union

• Claim they are 
protecting states’ 
rights



Writing exercises

Which of those six reasons 
contributed the MOST to the 
outbreak of the Civil War?

Sentence stems!

“…. Contributed the most to the Civil 
War because…” 



Agenda – 8/19

• Do now: 
• Take out your thesis statement (your homework!). 

Leave it on your desk
• Can three people write their answers on the 

board? Go up and grab a marker and start writing 
– no need to wait 

• Watch “America: The Story of Us” video!
• Notetaking! Themes!

• Homework: none 



AGENDA – 8/20

• Changes in the US due to the Civil War
• Take out your notes sheet from yesterday!

• Writing exercises! 

• Begin letter analysis – finish tomorrow in class

• Homework: none 



Innovation and Technology

What new inventions and technology came about as 
a result of the Civil War? 

Why?



Economics

What were economic changes brought about as a 
result of the Civil War? 

Why?



Political

What were political changes brought about as a 
result of the Civil War? 

Why?



Social changes (social structures)

What were social changes brought about as a result 
of the Civil War? 

Why?



Writing exercises!

Identify and explain one change from 
middle school to high school. 

“One change from middle school to 
high school was ____. This changed 
because ___.”



Writing exercises

Identify and explain one change brought 
about by the Civil War. 

“One change brought about by the Civil 
War was ____. This happened because 
___.”



Writing exercises

Identify and explain one SOCIAL change 
brought about by the Civil War. 

“One social change brought about by the 
Civil War was ____. This happened 
because ___.”



THE CIVIL WAR
Learning target: Analyzing primary sources to 

determine point of view



Soldiers’
letters
What information 
can you gather 
about the war 
based on primary 
source 
documents? 



Soldiers’ letters

Summarize the letter as a group. Discuss 
the following: 

1. How does the solider feel about the 
war?

2. To what extent did the soldier 
experience hardship?


