Poster Project: DBQ

Instead of individually writing the answer to this DBQ prompt, you will be working in groups and will be responsible for creating a DBQ poster project. You can work in groups of 1-3 people.

Step 1: Analyze each document

· As a group, read through the background essay and documents below. After each document, formulate a concise statement of how you would use that document as evidence in writing this DBQ.
· Don’t cite the document – paraphrase it in your own words. 
· This should be one to two sentences.
· In one sentence, explain what the document is. 
· In your second sentence, explain how that document answers the prompt – how that document shows how Islam spread
· As you are working your way though the documents, keep note of PIECES themes. At the end, you will need to group the documents into at least three PIECES themes of your choosing. 
· Note: if you want to be more specific in some of your PIECES themes (example – talk about military instead of just ‘politics,’ you can!)



Step 2: CP Arts and Crafts (day 2) 

· Once you have finished reading through and analyzing documents, cut each document out, and begin grouping the documents by theme. 
· Glue/tape the documents in their groups onto a poster sheet of paper. Label your groups. 



Step 3: Introduction and thesis

· Create a two-three sentence historical context introduction. Write this at the top of your poster.
· What is going on in the world at the time? Think of this as a “previously on…” before a new episode. Zoom out and give me some context. 
· Then, write an analytical thesis statement that directly answers the prompt. 
· Directly restate the prompt. “During the time period 600-1450, Islam spread because of ….” You should have as many reasons in your thesis statement as you have themes on your poster. 
· Be more specific than “because of political, economic, and social reasons.”
· For one extra point, use a counterargument in your thesis.
· This can be the theme that you think contributed the least to Islam’s spread. 
· “Although ___ contributed to the spread of Islam, the main factors that led to the spread of Islam from 600-1450 were __ and __.”
· Want a formula?

Although X, Y, because A and B.

Where X is your counterargument, Y is your actual argument, and A and B are reasons that support your actual argument.


This is worth one test grade!







Extra credit:
· Create a topic sentence for each of your grouped documents. (out of 2pts per, max 6 pts)
· This summarizes the prompt in relation to your chosen PIECES theme

· Analyze EITHER perspective or intended audience from one of the documents. The document must be a primary source. (max 2 pts)
· How does the author’s perspective (point of view) impact our understanding of the document? 


Brainstorming space:
Historical Context:









Thesis statement:







Groups: (list documents and themes)


[bookmark: _GoBack]Background information essay: after you read the essay, predict reasons below before you begin looking at the documents.
[image: ][image: ]
DOCUMENT 1:
Based on the following documents, analyze the factors that facilitated the spread of the Islam across Afro-Eurasia from 600–1450. 

But how?

Source: Historian Kallie Szcepanski, “The Spread of Islam in Asia, 632CE to Present.”
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How would you use this document to answer the prompt? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

DOCUMENT 2:
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How would you use this document to answer the prompt? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


DOCUMENT 3:
[image: ]

How would you use this document to answer the prompt? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
DOCUMENT 4:
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How would you use this document to answer the prompt? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

DOCUMENT 5: 
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How would you use this document to answer the prompt? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
















DOCUMENT 6:
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How would you use this document to answer the prompt? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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DOCUMENT 7: 

How would you use this document to answer the prompt? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
DOCUMENT 8:
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How would you use this document to answer the prompt? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


DOCUMENT 9:

Source: The Islamic capital of Cordoba was described by a contemporary (person alive at the time) as the “jewel of the world.” The Islamic schools and universities were preferred by European scholars such as Abelard and Roger Bacon. Philip Hitti describes Cordoba in Capital Cities of Arab Islam (University of Minnesota Press,1973).
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How would you use this document to answer the prompt? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

DOCUMENT 10: 
[image: ]





*A caliph is the political and religious leader of the Islamic empire – they control all aspects of politics and religion. (A way to think about it: if Pope Francis not only had control over the Catholic Church, but also over the government of Italy.) 





















How would you use this document to answer the prompt? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________














“ANALYZE FACTORS THAT CONTRIBUTED TO THE SPREAD OF ISLAM” DBQ POSTER

· “What are we doing?” Read the green instruction sheet . If you’re still confused, here’s a summary:
· We are examining factors that contributed to the spread of Islam
· You will be doing this by analyzing documents, just as you would for a document-based question (DBQ) 
· Rather than writing a whole DBQ, you will be responsible for analyzing and organizing documents
· Analyze each document. Tell me how it relates to the prompt. Organize the documents into thematic groups. Put everything onto a poster.
· You also must write a historical context introduction and a thesis statement
· See my poster for an example  

· “What’s the prompt?” Read the background information! It’s in italics at the end of that! Or, read the top of this page  

· “What’s a PIECES theme?” Political Characteristics, Innovation and Technology, Environmental Interactions, Cultural Characteristics, Economic Characteristics, and Social Structures. Use that hot pink sheet from the beginning of the year if you need help.

· “Do I have to use those themes?” Nope! But I like them because they’re general. If you want to get more specific and say “trade” instead of “economics,” you can!

· “But a lot of these can be in multiple categories” I know! It’s up to you to choose which category you think is best. There are multiple correct answers. It just depends on how you interpret the document.

· “How many groups do I need?” Documents must be grouped into at least three thematic groups. For something to be considered a group, it must have more than one document.

· “What else needs to be on the poster?” A historical context introduction and an analytical thesis statement. 
· Historical context introduction: This is like a “previously on…” clip before a new episode. What do I need to know to better understand what your thesis is? Situate your claim into the larger context of what’s happening in the world. See my example if you need help.
· Thesis: it just needs to be analytical – tell me the how/why. But, feel free to use a counterclaim/counterargument. Look at the factors that contributed to the spread of Islam, and determine if one (or two) contributed more than the others. 
· Although X, Y, because A and B. 
· Although (this factor contributed a little for this reason), the factors that contributed the most to the spread of Islam were (this and this) because (of this reason) and (this reason). 

· “Is there extra credit?” Yes, see the green sheet  

· “What’s intended audience/perspective?” For one of the primary source documents, consider the author’s perspective or intended audience, and how that might impact what is being said and how it’s being said. This can be three or four sentences, and can be added anywhere next to the document. 
· Is the author a Muslim? Might that impact how he views the spread of his religion? What is his tone? Does that make him more or less trustworthy as a source? 

· “When’s this due?” Woden’s Day at the beginning of class.

· “Is there a rubric?” Yep! Turn this page over!
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Source: Elizabeth Gaynor Ellis & Anthony Esler, “Building a Muslim Empire,” World History

"Sufis [were] Muslim mystics sought [connection] with God through meditation, fasting, and other rituals. Sufis
were respected for their piety (strong faith) and some were believed to have miraculous powers. Like Christian [and
Buddhist] monks... some Sufis help spread Islam by traveling, preaching, and being good examples to others. They
carried the faith to remote (isolated) villages [in regions such as India and Central Asia] where they blended local
traditions and beliefs into Muslim culture."

5. How did Sufi Muslims help spread the religion of Islam beyond the borders of the Caliphate?

Source: Abul Fazl Ezzati, The Spread of Islam: The Contributing Factors (2002)

"An important factor in the growth of the Islamic community in India was the... missionary activity [of] the Sufis
(Muslim ascetics), [who often explained Islam through] the beliefs and practices of the [Hindus]... They went on to
tell of a new name for the [Hindu] Supreme God, namely Allah, of a new Avatar (Hindu manifestation of God) named
Muhammad, and of his law and way of life... The lower sections of the Indian population... found in Muslim
brotherhood a happy refuge (relief) from the [caste system]."

6. How did missionaries make Islam understandable to Hindu populations?
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Source: Kallie Szczepanski, historian and writer “The Spread of Islam in Asia, 632 CE to Present,” About.com
“[Islam] spread across Central Asia and into China via (along) the Silk Road, as well as to [the islands of Southeast
Asia in what is] now Malaysia, Indonesia, and the southern Philippines via the Indian Ocean trade routes. Arab and
Persian traders were very successful in expanding Islam, due in part to their trade practices. Muslim merchants and
suppliers gave one another better prices than they did for non-believers. Perhaps most importantly, they had an
early international banking and credit system through which a Muslim in Spain could issue a statement of credit,
similar to a personal check, that a Muslim in Indonesia would [accept]. [These advantages] made [Islam] an easy
choice for many Asian merchants and traders.”

8. How did trade help to spread Islam around the world? Explain.

Source: John L. Esposito, ed., The Oxford History of Islam (1999)
“...Merchants were carriers of Islam rather than agents of Islamization. They opened routes and exposed isolated
societies to external influences, but they were not themselves engaged in the propagation [spread] of Islam, which
was the work of religious leaders. The leaders became integrated into [West] African societies by playing religious,
social, and political roles similar to those of traditional priests. Like traditional priests, Muslim men of religion were
peacemakers, [and] Mosques, like traditional shrines, were considered sanctuaries...”

9. How did merchants contribute to the spread of Islam in Africa?

Source: Susan Ramirez et al., “Trading States of East Africa,” World History: Human Legacy
“The coastal city-states of East Africa, such as Mogadishu, Mombasa, Kilwa, and Sofala, linked merchants from
overseas with traders from Africa’s interior... Trade led to a blending of African, Arab, and Asian cultural influences
along East Africa’s coast. Over time, many Muslim Arabs and Persians settled in Africa’s coastal city-states... Because
many foreign traders were Muslim, Islam gained hold along the East African coast as well. Many African rulers who
overned the coastal city-states adopted Islam, and mosques appeared in cities and towns.
10. What word can be used to describe the process by which Islam became a popular religion in East Africa?
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Source: Emur Mansur, a Mamluk governor of Egypt in the 13t century CE, describing his expectations for
a hospital to be built with his personal wealth

...the hospital shall keep all patients, men and women, until they are completely recovered. All costs are
to be borne by the hospital, whether the people come from afar or near, whether they are residents or
foreigners, strong or weak, low or high, rich or poor, employed or unemployed, blind or sighted,
physically or mentally ill, learned or illiterate. There are no conditions or consideration of payment; none
is objected to, even indirectly, for non-payment. The entire service is through the magnificence of Allah,
the generous one.”
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Sources: Text: Desmond Stewart and the Editors of Time-Life Books, Great Ages of Man: Early Islam, 1967.
Map: Created from various sources.

By the middle of the sixth century ... Mecca was ... prosperous and important. First, it was at
the crossroads of the lucrative caravan trade. Vast camel trains, bearing spices, perfumes, precious
metals, ivory and silk, filed through the town, headed north on the way from Yemen ... to the markets
of Syria, and headed east from the Red Sea across the desert to Iraq. Adding to the profits from cara-
vans was a brisk pilgrimage trade, for Mecca was the site of Arabia’s holiest pagan shrine [the Ka’ba].
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Source: The Qur’an

Those who submit to God and accept the true Faith; who are devout, sincere, patient, humble, charitable, and chaste; who fast and
are ever mindful of God - on these, both men and women, God will bestow forgiveness and rich recompense. (33:35)

Whoever killed a human being...shall be deemed as having killed all mankind and...whoever saved a human life shall be deemed as
having saved all mankind... (5:32)

Do not devour one another’s property by unjust means, nor bribe the judges with it in order that you may wrongfully and knowingly
usurp other people’s possessions (2:188)

Permission to take up arms is hereby given to those who are attacked, because they have been wronged. God has power to grant
them victory (22:39)
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Source: Map created from various sources.
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Source: The Islamic capital of Cordova was described by a contemporary as the
“jewel of the world.” The Islamic schools and universities were preferred by Euro-
pean scholars such as Abelard and Roger Bacon. Philip Hitti describes Cordova in
Capital Cities of Arab Islam (University of Minnesota Press, 1973).

Besides the university library, Arab statisticians assure us the city boasted 37 librar-
ies, numberless bookstores, 800 public schools... and a total population of 300,000.
Its people enjoyed a high standard of living and refinement and walked on paved

streets... — all this at a time when hardly a town in Europe, Constantinople except-

ed, counted more than a few thousand inhabitants. Parisians and Londoners were
still trudging on muddy, dark alleys...
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Source: Abu al-Hasan Al-Mawardi, The Ordinances of the Government, circa 975 CE.

Note: In 632, following the death of Muhammad, the first caliph (a spiritual ruler, sometimes called an
imam) was selected to lead the Muslim community. Over the next three centuries, the duties of
the caliph were firmly established. The excerpt below, from a book of Islamic law written by an
Arab judge in the 10th century, outlines five of the ten public duties of the caliph.

The Ordinances of Government

1. To maintain the religion according to established principles and the consensus
of the first generation of Muslims. If . . . some dubious person deviates from
it, the Imam must clarify the proofs of religion to him, expound that which is
correct, and apply to him the proper rules and penalties so that religion may be
protected from injury and the community safeguarded from error.

2. To execute judgments between litigants [people involved in lawsuits] and to
settle disputes between contestants so that justice may prevail and so that none
commit or suffer injustice.

3. To defend the lands of Islam and to protect them from intrusion so that people
may earn their livelihood and travel at will without danger to life or property.
4. To enforce the legal penalties for the protection of God’s commandments from
violation and for the preservation of the rights of his servants from injury or

destruction. . . .
6. To wage . . . jihad [holy war] against those who, after having been invited to

accept Islam, persist in rejecting it, until they either become Muslims or enter
the Pact* so that God’s truth may prevail over every religion.

* The Pact was an arrangement often made by Muslim rulers that permitted conquered
Christians, Jews and other non-Muslims to continue to practice their religion if they paid a
special tax called the jizyah and obeyed Islamic laws.
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In 610 CE, a merchant trader from Mecca
made one of his frequent visits to a cave on
nearby Mount Hira. For Muhammad ibn Abdal-
lah it was a time to pray, to get away from the
scramble for money and wealth he felt was caus-
ing his people to lose their way. According to
Muhammad, it was on this visit to Mt. Hira that
the archangel Gabriel squeezed him hard and
caused words to flow from his mouth. The words
said that Allah was the one God. No doubt a bit
shaken, Muhammad reported the event to his
wife and her cousin but otherwise stayed silent.
The words continued to

Spread of
Islam, 632

come.

In 610 Mecca was a
bustling Arabian trade town
with camel caravans arriving
regularly from points north
and south. It was also the
site of an annual pilgrim-
age where Arab pagans
came to perform rituals at
the sacred Ka’ba (the holy
shrine in Mecca). The Mec-
can population included a
number of Jewish families
and some Christians. There may have been a

Muhammad’s death in 632, Allah’s words that
Muhammad was reciting would be written down
and called the Qur’an.

At first, many in Mecca resisted
Muhammad’s preaching. What would happen
to idol worship? Surely pilgrimages to Mecca
would stop. Business would suffer. By 622
resistance was so strong that Muhammad
decided to leave. Together with 70 families,
he migrated 250 miles north. There, in the town
of Medina, he established a new base. He also
made a symbolic break with the past. Muham-

mad had respect for Jews
and Christians, “people

of the Book.,” as he called
them. However, at a prayer
session in 624, Muhammad
symbolically turned his
body to the south — away
from Jerusalem and toward
Mecca. It was as much as
saying that a new religion
had been born.

In 628, Muhammad

made the hard decision to
return to Mecca. Despite
opposition, he was allowed back in the city. He
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and some Christians. There may have been a

feeling among the pagan Arabs that their reli-
gious world was less sophisticated than that of
the Jews and the Christians. They had nothing
to match the Torah and the Bible. They had no
Abraham or Moses or Jesus. But all that was
about to change.

After receiving Allah’s words for two years,
Muhammad decided it was time to talk. Encour-
aged by the support of close friends and his
wife, Kadija, Muhammad began to recite the
received words in public. He spoke of the one
god, Allah, and the importance of charity — shar-
ing wealth with the weak and poor. Together
these teachings would be given the name Islam,
the Arabic word for “submission.” A follower
of Islam was to be called a Muslim, meaning
one “who submits to the will of Allah.” After

opposition, he was allowed back in the city. He
soon had enough support to order that the idols
in the Ka’ba be destroyed and the shrine
dedicated to Allah. Pilgrimages to the Ka’ba
became one of the Five Pillars, or essential
duties, of Islam. These duties — confession of
belief, prayer five times a day, Ramadan, an
annual month-long fast, giving alms to the poor,
and the pilgrimage to Mecca — would become
the bedrock practices of Islam.

From this modest beginning in west-central
Arabia, Islam exploded in size. Within 100 years
of Muhammad’s death, it had reached Europe,
North Africa, and Asia. The question before us
is why. Examine the documents that follow and
answer the question: Why did Islam spread so

quickly?
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Document 2 | Historian writer Kallie Szcepanski, “The Spread of Islam in Asia, 632 CE to present.”

“[Islam] spread across Central Asia and into China via the Silk Road, as well as to what is now
Malaysia, Indonesia, and the southern Philippines via the Indian Ocean trade routes. Arab and Persian
traders were very successful in expanding Islam, due in part to their trade practices. Muslim merchants
and suppliers gave one another better prices than they did for non-believers. Perhaps most
importantly, they had an early international banking and credit system so that a Muslim in Spain could
issue a statement of credit, similar to a personal check that a Muslim in Indonesia would honor. The
commercial advantages of conversion made it an easy choice for many Asian merchants.
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Source: Albert Hourani, British-Lebanese historian, A History of the Arab Peoples (1992)

“[As the Islamic Empire grew,] the status of Christians, Jews and Zoroastrians [in Egypt, Syria, and Persia] was more
[clearly] defined, and in some ways it was inferior [to Muslims]. They were regarded as the 'People of the Book',
those who possessed a revealed scripture or 'People of the Covenant', with whom compacts of protection had been
made. In general they were not forced to convert, but they suffered from restrictions. They paid a special tax; they
were not supposed to wear certain colors; they could not marry Muslim women.”





