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Sait, used 10 preserve and flavor food, was
avadable i the Sabara. Traders trom the north
SO0k 430t south. Camed caravans carried huge

shabs of salt weghing hundreds of pounds.

In exchange for sait, people in West
Africa offered other valuabile trade

RO, especially poid. Gold Gust was.
moasared with special spoons and
30red In bowes. vory, from the
Susks of (-(Cl’\."‘h was carved

w— Trade route

@  Settlement

Scale varies on this map.

Some goods That were traded across the Sahara,

e sik and spaces, came all the way from Asiy

.v’cr“g the Sk Road rr--m hucury vﬂ‘ﬂ‘- wore traded i,

A Difficult Journey

Temperature Temperatures soared 10 wedl over
100°F dunng the day and below freezing at night
Dying of heat of cold was 3 roal danger

Water Most areas of the Sahara pet less than one
Inch of rain per year Tearwtiers had %0 bring lots of

f-
Distamce The Sahara is huge, and the trade routes (4
were not well marked. Traveler's Could easily get jost A

Bandits Valuable trade goods were 3 temptng

target for bandits. For protection, merchants
braveled in caravans
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angdom of GHana
400-1200( |

 Iron weapons allowed Ghana's
army to conquer neighboring
territory

* Ghana’s merchants and kings
grew very wealthy trading iron
ore and gold for North African
salt and levying taxes

* Muslim traders traveled across
the Sahara using camel
caravans

* Ghanaian kings were
tolerant of Islam |




- Islam spread into North Africa 5 ] l
under the rule of Islamic caliphs Prcad O{: Siam

* Displaced the control Christian 622"’709

| Aksum (Ethiopia) over trade W

* Spread south across the Sahara into
West Africa by Berber tribes.

* The first West African converts
were rulers of kingdoms
(including Mali)

« Islam a tool to increase
authority & unify a polytheistic
population.

 Conversion by the common
people was gradual & rarely
replaced all Animist
rituals/beliefs

Atlantic
X : Ocean
« West African kingdoms were

increasingly connected to the

outside world through trade and

the Hajj.




1250-1450
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University at Timbuktu
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In the 13t century,

by taking control of goldfields

* Ruled for 25 yrs until his
death

Wealth and power of Mali and its
capital, were built on
the

doubled
the size of Mali.

* Pilgrimage to Mecca:

* Established

unable to protect territory
from attack
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Songhai imPirc
1 000-1600

Timbuktu
Koumbi Saleh Gao
SONGHAI EMPIRE
Jenne Y

Over 800 years, the Songhai
originally lived as fisherman
and farmers on the Niger River

* Slowly expanded

 Developed its power as
Mali declined.

Under the leadership of Sunni Ali,
the Songhai led conquest of
Mali’s Timbuktu and Jenne

Strong central government

« Islam declared official
religion.

* Social system similar to a
caste systems including
war captives and slaves

* Center of learning and
Timbuktu’s university
attracted scholars from
across the world




Pantu Mlgratlon
* Before the use of iron most people y - Qy
were hunter-gatherers S

* Bantu tribes migrated across
southern Africa, spreading
agriculture, ironworking,
language and culture to those
areas.

* Bantu groups migrated to East
African coast and interacted OCEAN
with Arab traders, resulting in

Swalhili city-states for Indian i Ba"'“'
Ocean trade. il
=~ Spread of Orangelp
Bantu 3
* Bantu speakers also founded speakers

Kongo and Zimbabwe
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; (areat /imbabwe
_| 1350-1450

e Zimbabwe began as a
pastoral community

* Mastered iron making
and mined gold.

* Grew wealthy from trade
and taxation of Muslim
merchants on the coast of
the Indian Ocean

* Built Great Zimbabwe,
capital city, as a sign of
the state’s prestige

-z

Scale (km)

e






™ ast African
Swahili Citg~5tatcs

800-1505

| SOMALIA
j/ UGANDA

A Brava (Baraawe)

Chisimayu (Kismayu)

RWANDA

TTEa,ster
’ Africa

Lamu Island
Malindi
Mombasa
¥ Pemba Island
‘ Zanzibar Island
Dar es Salaam

: W afia 1sland
~TANZANIA W} ™" a0

Kilvra

lCOMOROS

b - PANnjuan
L
MALAWI Island

MNosy
Bé

MOZAMBIQUE J

<3

Majunga

MADAGASCAR

B

Beginning in the 8th century
AD Muslim traders began
to settle in ports along
the East African Coast

The result was a string of

City-State trading ports. .

The People and Traders of
Mogadishu, Mombasa,
Zanzibar and Kilwa grew
quite wealthy from trade
with India, China and West
Africa.




