
     Tour of Post-Classical Africa Name: _____________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key 

Trans-Saharan Routes   

Spread of Islam 

Kingdom of Ghana  

Mali Empire 
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Document 1 - This explanation for the wealth of Ghana is taken from Through African Eyes. – Use complete sentences. 
 

1. Explain Ghana’s role in the gold-salt trade. 
 
 
 
 
 

2. According to the author, what characteristics of an advanced civilization did ancient Ghana possess? 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Document 2 - In this excerpt, Leo Africanus, a traveler, describes the city of Timbuktu. – Use complete sentences. 
 

1. What about the city of Timbuktu impressed traveler Leo Africanus? Which PIECES themes do they best in? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Document 3 – British Musuem: Ife Head – Brass Head of a Ruler 
 

1. How does item support the authority of elites and rulers? 
 
 
 
 

2. In what way does this item indicate a connection to trade with other groups such as Benin? 
 
 
 
 
 

Sketch the item:   

 

 

 

 

 

  

Label the location of the item: 

 
 

Document 4 – TED Ed Video – “Who built Great Zimbabwe? And Why?” Breeanna Elliot 
 

1. What does the archeological evidence indicate about social hierarchies within Great Zimbabwe? 
 
 
 
 

2. Where did the majority of Great Zimbabwe’s wealth come from? 

 
 
 
 

3. What was the cause of their demise? 
 
 
 
 

4. Who did European imperialists believe “must” have created the city? Why was it so important for them to maintain this 
falsehood? 

 
 
 
 

Document 5 – British Museum: Kilwa Pot Sherds 
 

1. Where did the sherds of pottery found at Kilwa come from? How do they provide evidence of Kilwa’s interaction with the 
Indian Ocean trade routes?  

 
 

 
 
 

Sketch the item:   

 

 

 

 

 

Label the location of the item:  

 
 



Document 1 - This explanation for the wealth of Ghana is taken from 

Through African Eyes.  

The Arab traders of this region wanted gold as much as the Wangara 

wanted salt, but both had to pass through Ghana to trade…Ghana 

controlled land…it had the military forces…to maintain peace in the area, 

thereby assuring safe trade for the Arabs and the Wangara. Ancient 

Ghana was an extremely complex empire. It possessed many of the 

characteristics of powerful nations today: wealth based on trade, 

sufficient food to feed its people, income derived from taxes, social 

organization that ensured justice and efficient political control, a strong 

army equipped with advanced weapons, and a foreign policy that led to 

the peace and cooperation with other people.  

1. Explain ancient Ghana’s role in the gold-salt trade. 

2. According to the author, what characteristics of an advanced 

civilization did ancient Ghana possess? 

 

 

 

Document 2 - In this excerpt, Leo Africanus, a traveler, describes the city 

of Timbuktu.  

Here there are many doctors, judges, priests and other learned men, that 

are well maintained at the king's cost. Various manuscripts and written 

books are brought here out of Barbarie and sold for more money than 

any other merchandise. The coin of Timbuktu is of gold without any 

stamp or superscription, but in matters of small value, they use certain 

shells brought here from Persia, four hundred of which are worth a ducat 

and six pieces of their own gold coin, each of which weighs two-thirds of 

an ounce.  

1. What about the city of Timbuktu impressed traveler Leo Africanus? 

Which PIECES themes do these features exemplify? 

 

Document 3 – British Museum: Ife Head – Brass Head of a Ruler 

 

1. How does item support the authority of elites and rulers? 

2. In what way does this item indicate a connection to trade with other groups such 

as Benin? 

 



Document 4 – TED Ed Video – “Who built Great Zimbabwe? And Why?” Breeanna Elliot 

 

1. What does the archeological evidence indicate about social hierarchies within Great 

Zimbabwe? 

2. Where did the majority of Great Zimbabwe’s wealth come from? 

3. What was the cause of their demise?  

4. Who did European imperialists believe “must” have created the city? Why was it so 
important for them to maintain this falsehood? 

 

Document 5 – British Museum: Kilwa Pot Sherds 

 

1. Where did the sherds of pottery found at Kilwa come from? How do they provide 

evidence of Kilwa’s interaction with the Indian Ocean trade routes?  

 


